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The EU Arctic Communication

� Context, main objectives, aim� Sustainable use of Resources� Focus on the Arctic Region� Institutional follow-up



Transport Perspective

� Alternative, shorter, routes� Recent Shipping developments, 
high potential growth� ARCOP proved feasibility� EU merchant fleet, other fleets� Challenges



Transport challenges (1)

� Maritime safety / ship construction

� Navigational hazards

� Response, SAR / infrastructures

� Galileo / Communications



Transport challenges (2)� Charting / routes system� Traffic monitoring, Surveillance� Specific Training Crews� Highest Safety, Environment
standards! (EU industry role)



IMO: key relevant framework

� Existing Obligations, Conventions

� Polar Code to become mandatory

� Possibility of PSSAs

� EU Coordination (IMO), EMSA

� IACS: Class Societies requirements



Main International Law principles

� Freedom of Navigation

� Right of Innocent Passage

� No discriminatory, unlawful practices� Monitoring need



Governance

� UN : UNCLOS� Arctic Council (EC observer application)� Bilateral Agreements, Dialogue� IMO, on technical aspects of Shipping� Unresolved disputes, disagreements



Thank you for your attention.


