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Security perspectives in the High North

Jørgen Bergrav, RAdm, RNoN
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Bering Strait

New sailing routes

- 6 days sailing

- 3000nm

Alternative routes

- At least twice 
the distance
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� Vital area for reproduction and harvest of 
fish

� Increasing demand for fish quotas

� Huge oil and gas reserves

� Disputed fish protection zone -
Spitzbergen

� RU views concerning Spitzbergen
� Unresolved RU-NO boundary in the 

Barents
� Strategic vital area for RU military 

power

� Vast areas – scattered population 

� Challenging climate – vulnerable nature 

� Climate change – changing geography
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Our 
challenge

Military strategic 
sensitivity

Disputed areas, 
boundaries

Strategic resources:
•Oil and gas
•Fish

Changed
geography

* a personal intepretation
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• Cooperation
• Cautious busines

development
• Governance
• National credibility
• Situational awareness
• Presence
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Military requirements

•As needed for military 
activity

•Intelligence 
requirements

•Resource control

•Jurisdiction

•Sovereignty

•Schengen

•Support to the Civilian 
Society

Civilian requirements

•Situational 
awareness

•Traffic control

•Search & Rescue

•Crisis management

•Environmental 
protection

….requires a 
comprehensive approach
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� Coastal radar system
� Satellite images
� Automatic identification system
� Maritime patrol aircraft
� Ships
� Helicopters
� Other military assets

� Solve military missions
� Credible enforcement of 

sovereignty
� Support the civilian society

Integrated into one 
comprehensive system to:
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– Surveillance and 
situational 
awareness

– Relevant tools 

– Routing and traffic 
control

– Management and 
plans
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• Governance and Crisis 
Management
– Sovereignty and justice
– Resource control
– Surveillance
– Military presence

• Support civilian society
– Search and Rescue
– Tug reaction capacity
– Environmental 

protection
• Relevant presence
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• Presence as politically
required

• Routine operations and 
exercises

• Not optimized for SAR or 
assistance to merchant
shipping.

• Clear political signal
• Competent warriors in-depth

knowledge of the area
• NATO inter-operability and 

exercises samtrent med NATO 
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Military 
neighbour
hood

Oil & gas

Fish

En-
viron-
ment

Coastal 
readiness

Schengen

Armed 
forces
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• Governance – prerequisite for stability and prosperity
• The NOR armed forces play an important role for national

credibility 
• These efforts must be used to the benefit of all
• Success in the High North rests on Comprehensive

Approach


