History

Balvi is a nice, green, small town in the Northeastern part of Latvia. It is located between two lakes on both banks of the Bolupite river. It is possible that after Balvi Lake the name was given to the town on the Bolupe river. The hypothesis exists about the town’s name, meaning “gift” in Latvian, which is related to the gifting act during the Poland authority. In other sources it is mentioned that the name Balvi has associations with the word Baal- the God of fertility, clouds, rain and thunder.

In ancient times it was marshy and wooded locality here and it was in the Latgalian inhabited Atdzele land. Balvi was first mentioned in 1224. In the second half of the 18th century Polish estate owner hand lady K.Hilzen built a small estate house and a wooden church on the bank of the lake. In 1783 Balvi was called village. On the verge of the 19th and 20th centuries Balvi grew into the centre of a large estate and the rural region centre. It was the largest habitable place. In 1926 Balvi obtained the right of a hamlet and in 1928 the rights of a town. 

Balvi was dragged in the vortex of the Second World War in 1941. The town was almost fully burned down by the fascist troops, which were going back westward. Balvi, as we know it now, has been built anew and it became the centre of the region in 1950.
Balvi District Council was established in June 9, 1994 according to the law “About self-governments” of the Latvia Republic issued in May 24, 1994.

According to  the law “About self-government” and the statutes of Balvi District Council, the main activities are:

· to participate at provision of civil defence measures;

· to organize the services of public transport;

· to ensure the representation of self-government  in the regional  sickness insurance institution;

· to organize the further education of pedagogical staff  and the methodical work of education;

· to work out  the Development programme of Balvi district, territory plan of Balvi District and to coordinate their implementation;

· to prepare, affirm and implement the budget of Balvi District;

· to ensure accessibility of  health care and promote  the inhabitants healthy way of living;

· to coordinate the culture activities and promote maintenance of the traditional cultural properties  in the district;

· to ensure maintenance of the social care institutions established by Balvi District Council;

· to promote entrepreneurship and decrease of unemployment in Balvi District

The management board of Balvi District council Consists of 21 members ( 19 Parish Councils and 2 cities).  Balvi District council is located at Balvi.  According To the law “About self-government” and Balvi District Council statutes, three committees are established: 

· Finance Committee

· Social, Culture, Sport and Education Committee

· Economic Committee

Balvi District Council subordinates according with it’s 

statute institutions: rest house for older people, Music school, Central Library, Sports school of Children and Youth, Centre of the Interest education and another institutions of the education.

structural units: Culture Unit, Centre of Business and Tourism support, Education administration, Balvi regional computer centre,  Balvi and Vilaka hospitals.


 
Balvi District Council are member of these institutions:  Latvia Association of Local and Regional Governments, Development agency of Latgales region, member 

of Euroregio "Pskov, Livonia".

 

Tourism
There are 17 state protected monument of nature, special objects – 6 swamps. 

You can found 74 archaeological monuments (hill forts, settlements, ancient burial fields, mediaeval castle-ruins) and 33 manors at Balvi District.  There are 22 churches (11 catholic, 7 orthodox,  3 Lutheran)  and 73 places for crucifix prayer.
Places for accommodations: hotels, quest houses, Tent places and  places for conferences and seminars. Latvians’ tradition is go to sauna every week. We can offer about 10 places for sauna parties.  

Leisure activities:  Recreational and educational paths in Balkani nature park [Three dendrological character path which ends near the “ sunken church”. Beautiful scene with relief. Ethnography museum.],  Nature path “Valley of the Liepna river” [Hikes along the Liepna river valley. Rare plants and trees species, secular trees, springs. Special rest places.] Ecopath “Near the wild nature in Susaji rural municipality”
Stiglava glen [Hikes in Stiglava glen where can bee seen 3 – 4 meters high detritions of sandstone rocks. About 60 different plants species].

Crafts: Constructed ceramic kiln. The works of tehe authors are seen in various exhibitions in Latvia and abroad.  

Museums: Anna Āze`s forest exhibition,  Balvi local museum, Balkani ethnographical  museum,  Baltinava local museum, Antiquities private collection at farm Saipetnieki, Tilža local museum, Upite museum of cultural history 
Culture

There are Culture Centre in every Parish Council Teritory, the biggest is at Balvi - Balvi Town Culture and Leisure Centre. There are 11 groups of amateur art activity occupied by this center. They are: mixed and seniors` choir, dancing groups “Nebēda” and “Luste”, needlewomen club “Mežģis”, singing group and the others.  Since 1994 there is the Exhibition hall in the Culture Centre. 

We have many ethnographical ensembles, choirs, and traditional folk dance groups. Choirs and dance groups take part in Singe and Dance festivals is Riga. Folk Brass Band “Balvi” and Balvi Folk Theatre are famous around all Latvia. 

Every August we have Music festival “Osvalds”, it  established in 1995.

Education

There are 25 schools (10 gymnasiums, 15 secondary schools) at Balvi District; also we have Balvi Art School, Balvi Music School, Balvi Further Education and Human Resources Development Centre, Education centre of Children and Youth Interests, Children and Youth sports school.
International cooperation

Balvi District Council is a member of Euroregio "Pskov, Livonia" which unites the border regions Latvia Republic, Estonia Republic and Russia Federation. The idea for more meaningful collaboration between the border areas was initiated in 1996, when the Council of Cross-border Co-operation was established. The main aims were collaborating on joint projects and creating of participatory networks of partners that optimize all opportunities towards successful and sustainable future of social and economic development. The members of the Euroregio have realizing the projects to comprise many areas of cross-border co-operation as tourism development, promotion of business opportunities, environmental management and protection, spatial planning, cross-border events e.g. Balvi District Council was participated in many projects.

The Balvi District Council achieved noted experience in project management and financial management of cross-border projects when as a Lead partner was realized the project “Self-government support of the entrepreneurship in the Border Region of Latvia and Russia”. The project was implemented from August 1999 to June 2000. The project was financed by EU Phare Credo programme. The total costs of the project were 49 396 EUR (Credo co-financing 35 045 EUR). The project involved other five partners, i.e. from Latvia - Aluksne and Ludza District Councils, from Russia Federation - Pechory, Pytalovo and Sebegzh District Administrations. The Lead partner had responsibility about the project management and financial management-according contract. Culture Department of the Council was realized project financed by Leonardo da Vinci Programme in partnership with Denmark institutions in 2002.

